
Moore Music Lesson Studios 

Instructors 

 
For many years, Moore Music has offered lessons from some of the most talented musicians in 
the region. Please call Moore Music Lesson Studios to inquire about instructor availability and to 
schedule lessons! 

 

Please take the time to read brief biographies of our talented instructors! 

 

Piano: Amber J. Carroll , a native of Asheboro, North Carolina, attended Appalachian 
State University where she obtained a Bachelor of Science in English, secondary education.  She 
is currently working on her Master’s Degree in education.  Amber began taking piano lessons in 
elementary school and began competitions and playing at her local church soon after.  During her 
time at the university, Amber actively pursued her love of music by continuing lessons, 

accompanying recitals on both local and state levels, and by 
becoming an active sister in Sigma Alpha Iota, a music 
fraternity for women.  A North Carolina Teaching Fellow, 
Amber taught at Southwest Guilford High School for five 
years and holds a current North Carolina teaching license.  
She is active in the music community by accompanying 
productions for local community theaters and high schools.  
Amber first began teaching private piano lessons several 
years ago at Mitchell’s Piano Gallery where she discovered a 
renewed passion for teaching piano one-on-one.  Specializing 
in meeting the needs of each student regardless of age or 
ability level, Amber creates unique curricula for all of her 
students to keep them motivated and focused throughout 

their musical experiences.  She believes all students have musical potential and is eager to help 
them reach their individual goals through various instructional techniques. 

Piano: Richard Auvil , a native of Blairsville, PA received his BFA in piano performance 
from the Indiana University of Pennsylvania (IUP) as a student of the Robert E. Cook Honors 
College.  He also spent time at the Music Academy in Zagreb, Croatia as part of a student 
exchange and on scholarship for independent study.  He is currently working on an MM in piano 
performance at UNCG under Dr. Andrew Willis.  An active pianist, Richard has performed 
multiple solo recitals and participated in multiple master classes at UNCG.  He also has 
extensive experience in accompanying having performed for three opera productions and 
receiving an invitation to accompany a choir sponsored by the Greensburg, PA Catholic diocese 
in Rome, Italy.  He also performs at parties at social functions and could often be found playing 
for the IUP president or at local golf courses before moving to North Carolina.  In his free time, 
Richard enjoys exploring languages and other cultures having visited Austria, Poland, Slovakia, 
and Australia in addition to the countries mentioned above.     

 

. 



 

Piano: Mayumi Osada holds the Bachelor of Arts in music (cum laude and high honors) 
and the Master of Music in piano performance from The State 
University of New York at Binghamton, and the Doctor of 
Musical Arts in piano performance from the University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro, having studied with Seymour Fink, Ewa 
Mackiewicz-Wolfe, James Giles, Michael Salmirs, and Andrew 
Willis. Experienced as a soloist, chamber pianist, accompanist, 
and orchestra pianist in many venues, she has received numerous 
awards and scholarships. Several years of teaching private piano 
lessons and class piano at SUNY and UNCG awakened a passion 
for teaching in Mayumi. At present, building upon two years’ 
study of injury-preventive piano technique with Barbara Lister-
Sink, a leading authority on the subject, Mayumi is earning a 
Professional Certificate in Injury-Preventive Keyboard Technique 
from Salem College. She encourages healthful musical 
development through the safe and efficient application of piano 

technique, cultivating a holistic practice of teaching that coordinates the whole body and mind. 
Mayumi’s foremost goal as a teacher is to share her love of music and help her students learn to 
enjoy playing the piano. 

   
 Flute: Cara Furness, a native of New Jersey, holds a 
Bachelors Degree and a Master’s Degree in Music 
Education from UNC at Greensboro. She has been playing 
the flute for 19 years. Mrs. Furness currently teaches music 
at Morehead Elementary School in Greensboro. She also is 
the director of the Morehead Elementary School chorus, 
hand bell ensemble and African Drumming Ensemble. Mrs. 
Furness has toured with the The New Jersey Ambassadors 
of music, as their principal flautist and woodwind section 
mentor. She has traveled with this orchestra all over Europe 
and China. She is a member of the North Carolina Music 

Educators Association, and the National Flute Association. Mrs. Furness has  been teaching flute 
lessons at Moore Music for 5 years. 
   
Clarinet: Margie Harrison  is the band director at Ledford Middle School, where she was 
named the 2010-2011 Teacher of the Year, and is the assistant at Ledford High School in 
Thomasville.  She earned a bachelor of music in music education in 2004 as well as a Masters in 
Music Education in 2008 from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. She has been the 
clinician for Beaufort, Stokes, and Surry County All County Honor Bands, and is very active in 
NCMEA and the Northwest District Bandmasters Association.  Margie has taught students in the 
triad for many years and a lot have had the opportunity to perform in Wake, Randolph, Guilford, 
and Davidson All County Bands; Central and Northwest District All District Bands; the Triangle 
and Greensboro youth Symphony, and many honor bands throughout the state. 



Clarinet: Kevin Erixson completed his Bachelor's of Music in clarinet performance at 
UNCG, and obtained his Master's degree in Clarinet 
performance at Florida State University where he was a 
graduate teaching assistant.  In addition to his private 
studio, Kevin has been an instructor at the Music 
Academy of North Carolina and Separk Music and was 
the director of Athletic Bands at High Point University. 
 Kevin's performance experience includes the Sinfonia 
Gulf Coast, Fayetteville, and Tallahassee Symphony 
Orchestras. 

Oboe and Bassoon: Thomas Turanchik, a 
transplanted New Yorker, holds a BA in French from 
Elon University, and a BA in Music and a MM in Woodwind Performance from UNCG where 
he is currently a DMA candidate in Oboe Performance.  He is Music Director at the Center for 
Spiritual Living in Graham, and Assistant Director of Handbells at Elon Community Church.  An 
active performer, Tom is principal bassoon and co-principal oboe with the Elon Chamber 
Orchestra, and has performed on oboe and English horn with the Greensboro, Danville, 
Fibonacci, and Wilmington Symphony Orchestras.  As a professional doubler on oboe, bassoon, 
clarinet, and saxophone, he also performs regularly in pit orchestras at many local theaters and 
universities.  He has toured internationally with the Elon University jazz ensemble, the Emanons, 
and most recently toured the D.C. area as co-principal oboe and English horn with the UNCG 
Wind Ensemble.  He has performed on oboe, English horn, clarinet, tenor saxophone, and 
bassoon on five collegiate and professional recordings.  Mr. Turanchik was on the oboe faculty 
for UNCG’s Summer Music Camp this year, and has taught oboe and clarinet at area schools 
since 2003.  For the past three years, he has been an instructor and performer at the Elon 
Community Church Summer Music Camp.  Tom has been a guest lecturer at Elon University and 
UNCG in Woodwind Methods and Composition.  He has helped run Oboe Reed-Making Class at 
UNCG for the past two years, and has taught special topics for oboe and bassoon at the past two 
UNCG Double Reed Days.   

Saxophone: Jason Wallace, Saxophonist Jason Wallace, a native of Georgia, has appeared 
as a soloist and chamber musician throughout the United States, France, and Switzerland.   Mr. 
Wallace has earned both a Master of Music degree in saxophone performance and the Bachelor 
of Music Education degree from the University of Georgia.  While a student, Mr. Wallace was a 
winner of the University of Georgia Concerto Competition, the 
Director’s Excellence Award and named Outstanding Graduate 
Teaching Assistant for the year 2001.   Mr. Wallace has served 
as soloist and principal saxophonist of the U.S. Military 
Intelligence Corps Band, presenting concerts and master 
classes throughout the southwestern United States.   As an 
educator, Mr. Wallace has taught instrumental music at the 
elementary, middle and high school level, most recently as 
Director of Bands at Booth-Fickett Magnet school in Tucson, 
Arizona.  Additionally, he has served on the faculty of Georgia 
College and State University as an adjunct instructor of 
saxophone.   Mr. Wallace is currently pursuing the Doctor of Music Arts degree in saxophone 
performance from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro.  He currently resides in 
Greensboro, North Carolina with his wife Erica, and beagle, Lucy.   



 
;pop Trumpet: Allyson Keyser was raised in Virginia Beach, Virginia 

where she learned to play trumpet from 
her grandfather at age ten. She attended 
Virginia Commonwealth University for a 
bachelor degree in music education. 
During her studies at VCU, Allyson 
studied trumpet with Rex Richardson, a 
member of Rhythm and Brass as well as 
one of the most traveled crossover trumpet 
soloists in the world today. After 
graduating magna cum laude from VCU, 

Allyson attended the University of North Carolina at Greensboro for 
her Master of Music degree in trumpet performance, which she 
completed in May, 2008. Allyson is currently pursuing her Doctor of 
Musical Arts degree in performance at UNCG, studying with Ed Bach. 
She has held an average studio of ten undergraduate trumpet students since the beginning of her 
master’s degree at UNCG in addition to her private students and she is a trumpet instructor at the 
UNCG Summer Music Camp, the largest university-run music camp in the country.  Allyson 
performs as principal trumpet in Greene City Brass (a graduate student brass quintet), the UNCG 
Wind Ensemble, UNCG Symphony Orchestra, and Casella Sinfonietta.  She also performs with 
the UNCG Jazz Ensemble, UNCG Trumpet Ensemble, and as a soloist.  She has performed with 
artists such as the Richmond Brass Consort, Richmond Symphonic Winds, Richmond 
Philharmonic, Richmond Symphony Brass Quintet, Rhythm and Brass, Ryan Kisor, Eugene 
Rousseau, Ellis Marsalis, Joel Frahm, Market Street Brass, Seamus Blake, and many more.  
Allyson performed in the graduate division semi-finals at the National Trumpet Competition in 
2007, 2008, and 2009.  In the trumpet ensemble, she placed in the final round in 2008, while 
placing in the semi-finals in 2007 and 2009.  Allyson hopes to become a full-time trumpet 
professor at a university in the near future in addition to becoming a well-traveled performer.  
Her professional affiliations include the International Trumpet Guild and Pi Kappa Lambda (the 
national music honor society).  In her spare time, Allyson enjoys playing with her adorable 
border collie, Lacy, cooking, and traveling. 

Horn: Kate Hopper, Kathleen Hopper, originally from Louisville, 
KY, holds a Bachelor of Arts in Music with a minor in Art History 
from Murray State University (Murray, KY), a Master of Music 
from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro, and the 
Doctorate of Musical Arts with a cognate in Brass Literature and 
Pedagogy from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro.  She 

has performed with the Danville 
Symphony (Danville, VA), Novus 
Chamber Orchestra, Fibonacci 
Chamber Orchestra, Paducah 
Symphony (Paducah, KY), 
Greensboro Choral Society, Bel 
Canto, Market Street Brass, Stratford 
Brass, Quaker Brass, and the Elon 
University Department of Performing Arts.  Ms. Hopper has 
performed in conjunction with many professional societies and 
conferences including, the Society of Composers, Inc., the 



Southeast Horn Workshop, the British Association of Wind Band Ensembles, the North 
American Saxophone Alliance, the International Double Reed Society, and the World 
Association of Wind Band Ensembles. Her professional affiliations include Sigma Alpha Iota, Pi 
Kappa Lambda, the International Horn Society, and the College Music Society.  Ms. Hopper has 
served as Horn Instructor at Elon University (Elon, NC) where she taught applied horn and horn 
ensemble, applied horn for the University of North Carolina at Greensboro Summer Music 
Camp, and is the Horn Instructor at the Wesleyan Christian Academy Music Studios (High Point, 
NC). 
Trombone, Tuba, and Euphonium: Matthew Hanson is a graduate from The 

University of North Carolina at Greensboro where he received his 
Bachelor's Degree in Trombone Performance under the instruction of 
Dr. Randy Kohlenberg. While at UNCG, Matthew frequently toured 
and/or performed with the Wind Ensemble, University Orchestra, 
Trombone Ensemble, Undergraduate Trombone Quartet, Men's Glee 
Chorus, Casella Sinfonieta, and the UNCG Spartones male a cappella 
group. In 2007, Matthew had the opportunity to travel with the 
UNCG Wind Ensemble to Bethesda, MD and Washington, D.C. to 
perform at local public schools, record the latest wind ensemble CD 
"Premieres!" (2007) and perform at the new Strathmore Music 
Center in conjunction with the United States Army's "Herald 
Trumpets". In May 2009 he served as the principle trombonist for 
world premiere performance and debut of Libby Larsen's 2009 opera, 

"Picnic." In October 2009 Matthew performed a successful audition with the North Carolina 
National Guard's 440th Army Band. Matthew has been a member of the International Trombone 
Association since 2001. He currently resides in Greensboro, NC with his wife Rebekah. 

Percussion: Kevin Estes, is currently living in Greensboro, North Carolina, to study and 
teach percussion as the graduate assistant of the percussion studio at University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro.  During his time in Greensboro he has performed with the UNCG Wind 
Ensemble as the principle percussionist and has also performed with the Winston Salem 
Symphony Orchestra.  He has also served as a 
participating member of the UNCG 
Symphony Orchestra, Casella Sinfonietta, 
and stage production at Eastern Music 
Festival.  Prior to attending University 
of North Carolina at Greensboro, Kevin 
graduated from Virginia Commonwealth 
University where he earned a Bachelor 
degree in Music Performance.  
While living in Richmond, Virginia, 
Kevin made solo percussion and 
chamber performance appearances at 
Project Percussion, Longwood University, University of Richmond, and Virginia 
Commonwealth University.  Kevin also performed with Virginia Commonwealth Universities 
top musicians as the principle percussionist in the Wind Ensemble when they performed at 
prestigious venues such as the Kennedy Center and Carnegie Hall.  He also served as the 
principle timpanist for the Virginia Commonwealth University Orchestra for three seasons.  
During his time at VCU, Kevin taught at Yorktown High School, Massaponax High School, and 
InnoVAtion Indoor Percussion as the front ensemble coordinator.    



 

Violin: Julianne Odahowski, originally from Orlando, 
Florida, received the Bachelor of Music degree in violin 
performance from Florida State University.  She is currently 
pursuing a Master of Music degree at UNCG, studying with Dr. 
John Fadial.  Julianne has performed with the Orlando 
Philharmonic Orchestra, and as assistant concertmaster of both the 
Tallahassee Symphony and the FSU Philharmonia Orchestra.  
Furthering her studies each summer, she has participated in 
programs including the Eastern Music Festival, National 
Orchestral Institute, Schlern International Music Festival (Italy), and the Meadowmount School 
of Music.  Julianne currently performs with the Greensboro Symphony Orchestra and UNCG’s 
graduate trio in-residence, the Liberace Piano Trio, which is funded by a grant from the Liberace 
Foundation.   

Violin and Viola: Christen Blanton, is a violist/ violinist/fiddler from New York.  She 
has lived in Greensboro North Carolina for four years, and enjoys a variety of teaching and 
playing opportunities.  Christen is the music teacher and director of music programs at St. Pius X 
Catholic School in Greensboro.  She has played viola with several regional orchestras, and 
enjoys fiddling with her Old Time Band, The Zinc Kings.  Christen has been a viola/violin 
instructor at Moore Music for two years.  She holds degrees in music education and viola 
performance from SUNY Potsdam and UNC Greensboro. 

Violin and Viola: Christina Fuchs, received her Bachelor of Music degree in Music 
Education from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. During her time there, she 
studied viola with Dr. Scott Rawls, performed violin and viola with the University Symphony 
and the Greensboro Philharmonic. After graduation Christina moved to Wilmington, NC to teach 
orchestra at a middle and high school. While in Wilmington, Christina performed viola with the 
Oleander Chamber Orchestra, violin with the Tallis Chamber Orchestra, and viola with the Long 
Bay Symphony in Myrtle Beach, SC. Christina is currently back at UNCG pursing her Masters 
of Music in Music Education. 

Cello: Gina Pezzoli, has performed as a member of the Greensboro Symphony Orchestra and 
the Fibonacci Chamber Orchestra.  Active as a freelance cellist, she frequently performs as a 
substitute with the North Carolina Symphony, the Winston-Salem Symphony, and the Carolina 
Ballet.  For the past four holiday seasons she has been a member of the ensemble-in-residence at 
the Homestead Resort in Hot Springs, VA, and in the summers she tours with a string quartet 
throughout Quebec.  Originally from Charlottesville, VA, she is currently pursuing her DMA in 
Cello Performance at the University of North Carolina - Greensboro.  She holds the MM in Cello 

Performance from UNCG and the BA in French and 
Music from the University of Virginia. 

Guitar: John Firesheets is a native of Greensboro; 
N.C. John began his guitar studies at the age of seven. 
In his teens, he switched to the nylon string (classical 
guitar).  After studying with faculty members at the 
North Carolina School of the Arts, John undertook 
intense studies of both Brazilian rhythms and Flamenco 
guitar. John has played in various groups and solo 
performances, and continues to play with Expesso 



Brasil, a group from Minaes Geraes, Brazil.  John has fifteen years of teaching experience, and 
has taught at numerous camps and workshops throughout the area. 

Guitar: Laura Emery Brantley  resides in Greensboro, NC.  She has been teaching others 
to play the guitar for over ten years.  She received her Bachelor of Arts degree from the 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro in 2005, where she double majored in music and 
English.  Laura has been singing, writing, and performing her own music for years, and is 
currently preparing to record a new CD of original music.  She is currently on the faculty at 
Moore Music Lesson Studios and Music & Arts in Burlington.  

Guitar: Mark Charles Smith , A native of Greensboro, North Carolina, Mark Charles 
Smith began studying composition with Gregory Carroll at UNCG while in high school. He 
attended the North Carolina School of the Arts, where he studied with Kenneth Frazelle, and 
Guilford College, studying with Alan Hirsh.  His compositions have been performed in diverse 
venues in eight states, including the Yale University Summer School of Music/Norfolk Chamber 
Music Festival's New Music Workshop (2007), Lincoln Center in New York (2004), and the 
2002 Guitar Foundation of America's International Festival and Competition in Miami.  An 
accomplished performer on the guitar, Mark studied the instrument with Kami Rowan at 
Guilford College, and has participated in masterclasses with some of the world's most renowned 
guitarist-composers, including Benjamin Verdery and Andrew York.  He has performed widely 
as a soloist, chamber musician, and on requinto guitar and contrabass guitar with the Piedmont 
Guitar Orchestra.  He also studied the piano during his time at NCSA with artist-faculty member 
Eric Larsen.  Mark recently completed his Master of Musicology degree at the University of 
Colorado-Boulder.  His thesis explores the musical style of nineteenth-century composer, 
guitarist and concertinist Giulio Regondi.  During his time in Colorado, Mark founded and 
directed the Boulder Guitar Orchestra and served as co-president of the Boulder Guitar Society.  
Mark currently resides in North Carolina, where he offers private lessons in guitar (classical, 
acoustic, and electric), piano, and composition, covering a broad range of musical styles and 
pedagogical approaches.  He performs regularly as a soloist and as a member of the Winston 
Salem Guitar Septet, and continues to compose.  

Voice: Chelsea Bonagura, a native of Rochester, New York, 
received her B.M. in Voice Performance from the Eastman School 
of Music, and is currently pursuing an M.M. from UNCG in the 
studio of Dr. Carla LeFevre.  Ms. Bonagura has performed in the 
United States as well as in Italy, and most recently performed in 
Tel Aviv, Israel, as part of the International Vocal Arts Institute, a 
prestigious young artist program run by Joan Dornemann of the 
Metropolitan Opera.  Chelsea appeared last year in Greensboro 
opera's production of La Traviata, and was also seen in the role of 
La Princess in UNCG's production of L'enfant et les sortileges.  In 
addition to performing, Ms.Bonagura also loves teaching, and is 
available for lessons in the Greensboro area at Moore Music.  


